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Gainig Another Perspective

These Vermont students were engrossed by Zawadi Nuru’s first person account of Kenya.
Zawadi and her fellow PAX students have made it their mission to teach about their home-

lands and share their views,

ially during Inter

1 Ed Week, N ber 17-21.

in Williamstown, Massachusetts.

The above PAX YES student is spending her exchange year with the Kleiser-Walczak family

Friends Break the Barriers of War

I couldn't imagine that a Russian girl
would become my best friend because there
was a war between Georgia and Russia in
August 2008. But that
is what happened when I
met Margarita Nigmatul-
s “;’ lina who is also on

- exchange.
_3 Many students in our
s school were surprised
FLEX students that we could be friends,
Margarita and  but maybe this war is one
Tamari of the reasons that our
friendship is so strong now. Everybody
knows us as girls who want peace between

our nations.

Margarita and I are the future of our coun-
tries. Together we can break down the wall
that divides our people and show them that
we are individuals who love, laugh, and
appreciate others.

The problems exist between our govern-
ments, not the people. And as the people,
we have the power to impact our political
figures and make our voices heard. That is
the lesson Margarita and I learned together.
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‘We will continue our friendship in the future
and show others how to make peace.

Tamari Kashibadze (Georgia)

Hosted by the Allison family

Bennington, VT

Some Make It Hot

My community coordinator teaches Thai
j 1 cooking so she invited
= me to her class. They
™ listened to my presen-
tation about Phang-
nga, my province, and
then we cooked som
tum (papaya salad).
When it was finished,
I tasted it and told everyone that it was not
spicy yet. Everyone laughed and said it's
spicy enough. I know Americans aren’t
accustomed to spicy foods.
Siranut Nawong (Thailand)
Hosted by the Hildenbrant family
‘Windsor, CO

Having a Wicked Time
German Carolin Rieckmann (right) poses with
host sister Britani Nolkemper and a friend at a
Halloween party in Cedar Rapids, Iowa.
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Our Student Taught
Me to Stop and Think

Abdul is as curious about our culture as
we are about his. He has taught me to stop
and think about why things are the way that
they are in our culture: Why do people live
so far apart? Why do we have so many mate-
rial things? Why do we stay up past 9
o’clock p.m.?

There are so many first things that I am
experiencing with Abdul. When our electric-
ity went out due to a storm, I told Abdul that
this never happens for long. But, it was five
days later when the power returned. Abdul
never blinked an eye and pitched in to make
the best of a potentially bad situation. If truth
be known, I think he did better than I did.

As a family we do not laugh at each other
for our differences but with each other. Are
we really more alike than different? We find
that each day and each experience binds us
closer together.

He is now part of our family. We often
wonder what made us be an exchange fami-

Strengthening Ties
President-elect
importance of international relations with
PAX student Federico Arduino during the
Italian teen’s 2007 stay in New Hampshire.

Obama discussed the

ly? Whatever it was, it was right. We have

come to love Abdul and do not ever look for-
ward to the day he goes home.

Mary Sue Wilson, host mother for

Abdulrahman Alongan (Philippines)

Butler, PA

PAX Goes GREEN
Hyun-Ah Nam won the October Alternative Transportation contest with this photo. The South
Korean student wrangled host sister Claire Mahlmeister into ferrying her around Makinaw City,
Michigan with human energy. Don’t miss the next contest - Turn Off the Lights. The entry dead-
line is December 1. Read more about it on page 3.
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